
STAGE 1 HSIE UNIT - Transport Literacy Focus

Literary Text Teaching Activities

Read and discuss the story.
How does the illustrator make it look like the train is a pet? Focus 
on page with “photos” of the train pets. 
Students imagine they had a pet train. They complete the 
worksheet, providing answers to questions about:
* name of train
* how it was caught
* what it would like to do
* what it is scared of
* what tricks they would teach it
Students finish by drawing a picture of their train. 

Read the story
Students discuss the equipment the boy needed to build his own 
boat. What things did the boy do to make a good boat?
Students write a set of instructions for making a boat of their own. 
Following the procedural text format, they list the things they 
would need and the steps that they would follow.
Students illustrate their work, by drawing their own boat on the 
back of the sheet.

Read the story
Students discuss and recount elements from the story.
Students discuss what important safety element is not part of 
Monsieur Albert’s outfit.
Students design a helmet for Monsieur Albert. 
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Literary Text Teaching Activities

*Students listen to a reading of the story.
*Identify true and false statements from the sentences given.
*Discuss the ending of the story: why did the author choose to 
write a happy ending for Laika?
* How likely do you think it is that this ending is true? 
* Students record their own opinion about what happened to 

Laika.
* Using the illustrations as a basis, students design their own 

space rocket. 

* Read and discuss the story.
* Why is it important to save the bus?
* What do you think will happen to the bus?
* How could we use an old bus, if one suddenly appeared in the 

playground at MOPS?
* Students complete worksheet.

* Students listen to a reading of the story. 
* Students discuss possible reasons for Mr Gumpy’s car 

becoming stuck.
* Students design a new car, with modifications that they think 

would prevent Mr Gumpy from becoming stuck.
* Students share their ideas with the class group. 
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Students listen to the story. 
Recall: how many different forms of transport did the hogs try to 
use?
Discuss:
Which do you think was the best choice and why?
Which do you think was the worst choice and why?
The book ends with the 6 hogs asleep at the bus stop. 
Students design a form of transport that the hogs could use to get 
home that night. It needs to:
- be big enough to fit 6 hogs inside
- be strong enough to carry them
- have some sort of light so that it is safe to use in the dark.
Students are encouraged to use their imagination.


